ZABALAZA 


P.O. BOX 795 ISLINGTON N1 8LP 
TEL: 071 358 0802 / FAX: 639 9710 


FAX TO: LAVINIA GREENLAW 

PRINCIPAL LITERATURE OFFICER 
DATE: 4TH MAY 1993 


Dear Lavinia 

RE: LITERATURE LIVE 1 993 /4 

Please find further information as requested in your fax of 29th April 1993. 

1) The fee of 10 times 1 50.00 is for a part-time Conference Co-ordinator to work for a period 
of 10 weeks - 8 weeks prior to the Conference and 2 weeks thereafter. The Conference Co- 
ordinator will be responsible for finalising arrangements for the panels and will oversee 
the collation of all documentation and the publishing of the conference report. 

2) The Conference title is DISPOSSESSED VOICES: Racism and Resistance. 

This two-day event, scheduled for September 1993 seeks to address and explore this 
theme. Wherever a people has been dispossessed of its voice, its writers have been forced 
to engage with these issues. This common struggle links writers throughout the world - 
from Ireland, Scotland and Wales to the Carribbean, the Americas, Australasia, the Indian 
Sub-Continent, Africa, South East Asia. 


When looking at this theme we also consider the related struggle of women whose voices 
have been systematically excluded and marginalised. 


* Possible Schedule: 
DAY ONE: 

10.30- 12.30 
2.30- 4.30 


7.30- 11pm 


LANGUAGE AND OPPRESSION 
WORKSHOPS 

(Possible themes: “Subverting the Cannon” 

“Most of them are Dead Now” 
WRITERS - IN- PERFORMANCE 


DAY TWO: 

10.30 - 12.30 LIBERATION BEGINS IN THE IMAGINATION 

2.30- 4.30 WORKSHOPS /RELATED READINGS 

4.30 - 5.30 CLOSING SESSION 


* Due to the fact that I am still in South Africa, it has not been possible to finalise the panel topics 
but this will be finalised by the end of May. Several of the names listed below have already 


committed themselves to taking part in this event. 


In addition to the writers already mentioned .we are inviting Nawar A1 Sadawi, Joyoti Grech, Jlne^ 
Cortez, Tom Leonard, Chinweizu, June J&rdaii, Jean Binta Breeze, Ngugi Wa Thiongo Gillian 
Slovo, Margaret Busby. ’ 

On the basis of previous conferences attendances, we anticipate between 75- 150 participants for 
each day and additional audience for the evening readings. 

3) The cost of the venue hire is 700.00. The sound system, with sufficient capability for live 
readings and a facility to record all conference proceedings, will be 400.00. 


4) We have had confirmation of our 1993/94 Grant from Lambeth Environmental Services 

which includes a subsidy of 3,750 towards this project. We are committed to going ahead 
with this project at the end of September. 

I hope this information will suffice. 

We look forward to hearing from you shortly. 

Yours sincerely 

e/ - 


MANDLA LANGA 

Chair - Management Committee 


Minutes of Brainstorm Meeting - 1 7th June 1995 
Present: Mandla Langa, Dada Imarogbe, Su Lubner, Hazel Carey, Margaret Busby, 
Pitika Ntuli, Peter Blackman, Dawn Garrigan, Linda Bernhardt 

Apologies: Ethel De Keyser, Audrey Brown, John La Rose, Jumbo Vanrenen 

1 ) Elections 

Mandla provided an outline of developments in SA, the provisional election date of 
27th April, the problems posed by Cosag and the difficulties confronting the 
transitional process. 

Mandla noted that the media misshapes our images. The SA elections will become a 
showcase because it has not happened before. We need to explore the possibility for 
the creative community to go to SA to strengthen both the pre- and post election 
situation. This has to be done in an organised way. People need to be briefed. The 
coming generations will ask about apartheid and this will not be understood as a 
disease world-wide. 

Mobilising votes is key. We have to remember that each vote that is not registered is 
one for the Nats. 

Pitika noted that there were vario.us models for development and that people from UK 
and USA would all be competing to implement programmes but the importance is to 
work from the needs on the ground. He pointed out the need for administrative 
infrastructure in many projects. Key people in admin posts should go and see what is 
happening and help set up relevant systems. Also the danger of the regime co-opting 
people because of its extensive resources should be kept in mind. 

Mandla pointed out that artists visiting SA had a commitment to be part of the process 
of education i.e. by running workshops and training trainers e.g. RSC. 

There were lessons to be learnt from the recent American elections where Clinton 
galvanised the youth by means of the music industry and developed other strategies to 
develop voter awareness. 

Dada felt that pre-elections visits are needed now. People going need to be made 
aware and that Mandla’s words - "Apartheid means that people are homeless 

people are killed 
people are uneducated 
people are illiterate 

convey the message that needs to be clear. People here need to see that going there is a 
responsibility. There is still a power struggle. 
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There is a big resource of people who come from places where people vote and this 
needs to be utilised. 

Peter made the point that cost would be a major obstacle in getting people to SA. 

a) Need to locate committees to look for money 

b) Set up small international network of trusted people to find ways to fund social 
activity programme 

c) Contact existing funding tables e.g. ACP 

d) It takes at least 6 or 7 months to get answers from some of these sources so 
actions is needed now. 

e) 199S Olympics is taking place in Atlanta and the woman co-ordinating the theatre 
and dance programme might be open to some kind of international initiative. 


The purpose of the brainstorm sessions is to look at how our combined energies and 
creativities can be utilised in this region. When we look at racism it is not only the 
statutory racism of SA but , its operation in other parts of the world and we need to 
understand and learn how to deal with this issue. Racism needs to be dealt with, the 
conference in September is a starting point. 

2) Conference in September - Voices: Racism and Resistance 
The following points were made: 

a) Previous conferences people have not prepared adequately, people should all be 
asked to prepare papers in advance 

b) Conference papers should all be collected and published. The conference should be 
videoed if possible. 

c) Incidence of racism in the run-up to the conference should be monitored through 
the media. Cuttings and videos collected and available at the conference. We should try 

- to 96 !■ someone ,n France and Germany to undertake similar monitoring. 

• d) Input from the youth should be included 

e) Conferences on racism generally convey the negative. This conference needs to be 
more positive in terms of ways forward. 

f) The role of mothers in terms of fighting racism through education etc should not 
be overlooked. 

g) We need to present the conference creatively - particularly the evening readings 

It was agreed that care needs to be taken in formulating conference debates. We need 
to look at all aspects. 

Cumulative aspects of racism 

Liberation begins in the imagination / Augusto Boal f ^ ii d 


- Language - the need to be clear about the parameters of the debate. Dance, music 
etc are also languages 

- What aspects of the media (Dealing with all formations in this country that deal 
with public opinion) 

Pitika and Hazel were charged with preparing guidelines for further discussion at 
the next meeting. 


3) Anti -Racism Day. 

We need to give a message to the state that it cannot pick and choose who to victimise. 
We need to call all people who are marginalised in this country and stage an event. 
Possibly calling all performers to a march/ pageant - outdoor event - which aims to 
educate through entertainment. 

It was agreed that this idea needs to be talked through more fully. PB suggested that it 
might be the kind of idea to run past Peter Palumbo (Arts Council). On agenda for 
next meeting. 


DATE OF NEXT MEETING: 


THURSDAY 8TH JULY - 6.30PM at BDAF 
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Notes of Brainstorm Meeting on Thursday 8th November 1993 


Present: Mandla Langa (Chair), John La Rose, Jim Kelman, Dada Imarogbe, Pitika 

Ntuli, Hazel Carey, Linda Bernhardt 

Apologies: Dawn Garrigan, Peter Blackman, Margaret Busby, Ethel De Keyser, Su 

Lubner. 

Chair welcomed Jim and Johna and outlined concerns about events in South Africa and the 
world and the looming or increasing spectre of racism. In this climate creative elements 
become central. 

If 27 April election date then conference should make a contribution and highlight the 
issues. 

Pitika gave briefing on issues the conference should address that he and Hazel had prepared: 
He noted that the conference should indicate continuity and that we are moving forward 

- there should be papers prepared in advance for all sessions 

- rapporteurs needed for all sessions 

a) Issue of language and the media 

Issue of language, long-term - South Africa is multi-lingual. (If material is going to SA 
should be sent in languages people can read). 

Not language in the literal sense - 
visual language 

performance language - sketches and plays already happening. 

poetry and music 

What role of the arts in language? 

In looking at the media - how to approach the media 

- how to publicise media 

who controls this for the elections and long-term and ownership 

In the 80's saw how popular culture became part of political - how is this used for the vote. 

John pointed out that elections were only the beginning of a process and need to look at the 
issue of what people are voting for. 

2) issue of representation 

3) Short term and long term goals 

Most important phenomenon is elections and this should generate discussion. 

Q of the purpose of elections. 

To what extent can cultural input help in the process to send a warning to participants of 
the need for people to look realistically at this process. 

To what extent will that exercise there connect to processes here. 



The fact that people are involved in elections in this country and are also dealing with 
racism here. 

Language of domination 

Hope for a new language of human relations through cultural forms. 

-How to construct panels which reflect concerns of this region and those of S A and 
Elections. 

Issue of racism here. 

John - In post-war period all 3rd world has gone through elections but lots of the people / 
these places don't feel that this means much Ghana '57 immense turmoil and opposition, 
to what extent can we put this on agenda through mass movements there will be change 

Q of Sa and elections is predicated on fact (reality) that the majority of the people have 
never voted. - even in colonial countries there was a tradition of voters but this is not the 
case in SA. Again although countries racist, not enshrined - the way struggle and 
negotiations have taken place have led to decision that election has to be t he way. We 
recognise the need to function in this world inside an elected system. 

Need to look at how racism is manipulated here to learn how racism will be manipulated 
there. 

Remember Grarnsci - War of position and manoever. 

Jim pointed out the the organising committee for this conference is involved in the arts and 
that this raised some questions vis the need for a programme for arts and yet a programme 
for action. How to connect SA to UK ( a big jump) 

Pitika - ostensibly apartheid is buried but we need to talk about what is happening elsewhere 
for e.g. the AWB links with right wing groups in this country. 

Jim - we need to clarification of where the real fight is. 

M - Why we feel the process needs to take place is because there are people in the 
international arena who have the respect and whose writing can illuminate the 
contradictions. Thinking can lead to action - In literature ways of drawing marginalised 
communities together. 

Pitika - artists as artists to build links - to create margins - to make breathing space. 

John mandated to write history of elections and present at conference as well as to 
brainstorm sessions( 9 ) lessons to be learned. 

John - we need to be clear I am for elections and universal adult franchise. We need to 

concentrate on how poor people use their vote, where do we go with elections because 
frustrations emerge later. 

Want popular mandate for progress in society 

M - paper on lessons - crisis of expectancy 
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Jim - mandated to write situations - lessons from other circumstances - minority 
preoccupations. What should be happening and how this confronts racism. Speaking from 
the margins. Lessons to be learnt. Votes in Scotland etc. 

Jim pointed out the danger of trying to be instructive / prescriptive for the masses. 
Assumptions being made by ANC unchallenged. Suppression and oppression exist in UK 

We can learn from the Caribbean experience of art and politics where political and cultural 
activists there played a functional role to create discussion and dialogue and heighten 
awareness of the issues. 

M - 1 think we didn't say that all avenues becoming means to try to create dispensation to 
make life liveable for majority. Need to have words enshrined even if they are not respected. 
My generation might not reap fruit but hope lies in the civics and trade unions 

Essential that discussion papers are sent to SA as cultural boycott effectively shut off acess 
to international debate. 

John - fact of black votes in southern USA meant that condition there normalised. 

Pitika - the issue of language is the issue of the media is the issue of representation 
in this case the election is a form of language 

Jim is also talking about language when talking about writing from the edge 
Gender is also an issue 
M - The issue is all voiceless people 

M - Transitional councils - joint military command will form peace force - 
To attempt to ensure all can vote and to attempt to curtail violence. Importance of the role 
of international monitors but this is a question of strategy and tactics - depends on how they 
are placed. We have to learn from the problems of some UN missions. 

Q whether artist is also a cultural worker 

Jim felt that perhaps people in the ANC expect too much of themselves. 

John - because of nature of nationalist struggles when elections come people are raring to 
vote. 

Pitika - how do artists react in the long term (e.g. of squatter camps and how people can be 
co-opted and lured into voter trap) 

M - people who are writers etc (public figures) go to SA to reflect on these issues and 
become custodians of these moments. 

Jim - one of the most optimistic things from the April CDC Conference is that young artists 
are confident of their right to be artists. 

John - Is this what the conference is really about - the right to be an artist is fiindemental but 
the artist is oppressed. 


/ 

w 
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M - In this conference people come forth to share how they see things. We are talking to 
people who come from different places. 

We are aware that things (elections?) might not go according to how they're planned but we 
need to make dreams functional. 

John - How do we contribute to ensure better prospects for the future? 

Date of Conference: Fri nite - Opening - 8th October 
Saturday 9th October 
Sunday 1 Oth October 


Date of next meeting: 22nd July 1993 at 6.30pm 


